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Dear Parent / Carers

Phonics Screening Check

As you may already be aware children in year 1 and children in year 2 who did not pass their phonics
screening check last year will carry out their reading assessment in June. The phonics screening
check is a statutory reading check that all year 1 children take during a particular week in June. The
check is designed to assess if each child has reached the age appropriate standard of decoding by
the end of year 1.

The check is completed by the child on a 1:1 basis with a teacher. It usually takes 5-10 minutes for
the child to complete. However, there is no time limit and the child can take as long as they need.
The teacher can also allow the child a rest break if it is necessary. The children will have worked on
similar activities in their phonics lessons and will be familiar with the format. The only difference will
be that the teacher will be unable to help the children on this occasion.

What does the check consist of?

The check contains 40 words - 20 real and 20 pseudo words (nonsense words). The words are
presented to the child in the form of a booklet with 4 large words per page. The words gradually get
more difficult from 2 and 3 ‘sound’ words such as ‘it’ and ‘vap’, to longer words with more complex
‘sounds’, such as the a-e sound in the word ‘same’. The nonsense words are presented with a
picture of an alien. This tells the child that this word will not make sense to them. It will instead be
the name of the kind of alien. This has been added so that the child does not attempt to turn the
words into real words.

It is expected that, by the end of year 1, children are able to recognise the grapheme-phoneme
correspondences up to the end of set 3 (Read Write Inc sounds), segment words (split into sounds)
and blend them back together to be able to read them. For the last few years, the expected standard
for the screening check has been set at 32 out of 40 words correctly decoded. However, this can
change and the Department for Education does not release the ‘pass’ mark until a few weeks after
the children have completed the check. Children who do not meet the expected standard in year 1,
complete the check again in year 2.

How can you help?

e The most important thing you can do, to help support your child with their reading, is to read
with them. Listening to your child read is important but reading to them is just as important. If
they hear you read, they are hearing how to pronounce unfamiliar words and are developing
new vocabulary.

e Along with this letter, you will receive sound flash cards, words and practise phonics screening
checks. Please access these at home regularly for short periods of time. Practise speed reading
the sounds/words.
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e When you listen to your child read, allow them time to attempt to decode unfamiliar words
themselves, before stepping in to help them. If you find your child is struggling to decode a
word, you can help by asking them to find the ‘special friends’ or by pointing out the sounds (not
the letters) in a word. For example, the word ‘keep’ would be ‘k-ee-p’ and ‘light” would be ‘l-igh-
t.

e When you listen to your child read, pick out words from the book and ask them to say which
graphemes/’special friends’ (letters) are making a certain phoneme (sound). For example, the
‘ee’ sound (phoneme) in ‘reaching’ is represented by the letters (grapheme) ‘ea’.

e |f you have access to the internet, there are many free phonics games the children can play.

e Keep reading activities short. It is much better to read little and often than to read a lot
infrequently!

Thank you for your continued support and please do ask your child’s class teacher if you need any

support with this or if you have any questions.

Yours sincerely

—

Lauren Hay
KS1 Lead Teacher



Phonics Screening Practice List
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Real Words
chain mixer
drift slide
pound light
jazz newt
brick clown
crept thump
fuel drank
stroke squawRk
feeling haystack
dolphin morning
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Phonics Screening Practice List
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Real Words
chill blank
start scribe
best phone
grit whisk
shin dentist
gang starling
week day
hooks slide
strap newt
trains finger




Phonics Screening Practice List

Nonsense Alien Words
yoop lazz %ﬁ%
olf quipe
smeck chirt
jimp ok |scroy ()
blies 428 | faum
blate spreet o
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Phonics Screening Practice List

Nonsense Alien Words
steck bim ;\g
hild 255 vap
quemp spron
geck {é} blurst %
ulf %@ VOO
chom snemp ”‘“
tord i}é fape {é}
thazz jound @
blan @ stroft @/9@
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